176                      A LITERARY MAN'S POLITICAL   EXPERIENCES
5Mangalam Pillai was a sincere Gandhian. Selected by Mahatma Gandhi to
be an "individual satyagrahi" in the movement against the British, he walked all
the way to Wardha. He was sentenced to imprisonment for six months. In 1946
he married a Harijan woman and lived with her in a cheri (Harijan ghetto). At
present he is working in a government office in Cuddalore.